or v_ajeta, and wno ' grumbled that they had not been born amongst the Cimmerians if a fly alighted on their silken fringes or a ray of the sun found its way through the awning.'
Nor did Ammianus find much more of the old Roman spirit in the lower classes. Amongst the million or so of people who then dwelt in the 1790 palaces and 46,600 tenement-blocks of the city, there were—apart from the wealthy and their vast following of slaves, parasites, and dependants, and the hereditary corporations of bakers, butchers, etc.—some -200,000 or 300,000 free citizens who subsisted on the public distribution of food. From morning until night they lounged about the fora and the wine-shops, playing dice, and discussing the latest or the next games in the circus. When the hour for the distribution of bread came—later emperors had increased the folly by adding pork and wine and oil—they gathered shamelessly on the ' bread-steps,' where the bronze tablets